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On Friday, January 15, 2010, the Shasta County Superior Court held a 
graduation ceremony for the Addicted Offender Program.   Eight 
individuals graduated.  This program is designed for repeat offenders 
who are substance abusers. It is intended for individuals who have 
not been able to overcome an addiction on their own, through 
diversion programs and through past probation supervision. The 
courtõs goal is to refer defendants to the Program who will have the 
best chance of success. 
 
The Program is built upon two very important concepts. First, itõs 
designed for the offender who genuinely wants a drug free life and is 
not interested solely in avoiding the penalties for his or her crimes. 
Second, participation in the Program is NOT something to be used as a bargaining tool in plea negotiations. 

Admission to the Program is totally discretionary with the court.  
 
In order to participate in the Addicted Offender Program, defendants 
must have a history of or evidence of present drug abuse or addiction, 
their abuse or addiction is at least one motivating factor in the 
commission of their crime, be at least 18 years old, and must not be 
on parole. Criteria which will disqualify a defendant currentl y charged 
or previously convicted of a crime include the possession or use of a 
firearm, a crime in which a death, serious bodily injury or intent to 
cause either occurred, or crimes involving sexual misconduct. The 
District Attorney's Office and the Proba tion Department determine a 
defendant's eligibility.  

 
Eligible defendants enter a guilty plea, sign a consensual agreement for admittance to the program, and 
make regularly scheduled court appearances. These status hearings are for the purpose of promotin g the 
treatment and rehabilitation of the defendant. A probation officer also works very closely with the defendant 
by monitoring program compliance and provides progress reports to the bench officer.  
 
If a defendant does not or cannot comply with requirem ents of the treatment program plan and discontinue 
the use of drugs, participation in the program is terminated. The defendant is returned to custody and 
criminal proceedings are reinstated.  
 
Defendants, who establish a consistent pattern of clean drug tes ts, employment or enrollment in vocational 
or educational programs, and other proof of a stabilized lifestyle, will graduate from the program. All 
criminal charges are dismissed. 

 

 

 

 

 



Small Business Training and Resources 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


